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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of shaping a transmit spectrum of a PCM modem
comprising: selecting a first symbol from a first subset of
predetermined symbols; converting said first symbol to its
linear value equivalent representation; applying said linear
value to a transmit shaping transfer function to obtain a
shaping function result; and using said shaping function
result to choose a second subset of predetermined symbols
for transmission of a second symbol. A method of shaping
a transmit spectrum of a PCM modem, comprising: con-
verting a symbol to its linear value equivalent representa-
tion; and, applying said linear value to a transmit shaping
transfer function to obtain a shaping cost function result,
wherein said transmit shaping transfer is expressed in the
form of H(z)=(1-a,z")/(1-b,z™") wherein:

a, and b, are coefficients selected to represent the desired

spectral shape.

A method of shaping a transmit spectrum of a PCM modem,
comprising: converting a symbol to its linear value equiva-
lent representation; and, applying said linear value to a
transmit shaping transfer function to obtain a shaping cost
function result, wherein said transmit shaping transfer func-
tion is expressed in the form of H(z)=((1-a,z " )/(1-b,z
1))*(1-a,z")/(1-b,z™1)), wherein:

a,, a,, b, and b, are coefficients selected to represent the

desired spectral shape.

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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VARIABLE SPECTRAL SHAPING METHOD
FOR PCM MODEMS

This nonprovisional patent application claims the benefit
under 35 U.S.C. Section 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 60/043,068 filed on Apr. 8, 1997.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention pertains generally to modem
technology, more particularly to PCM modem technology,
and, more particularly, to a variable spectral shaping method
for PCM modems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Without any transmit spectral shaping, the analog down-
stream signal of a PCM modem can encounter the following
analog impairments:

A. Inability to pass low frequency (DC) content of the
downstream signal due to analog circuitry used for DC
loop signaling;

B. Inability to pass high frequency (near 4000 Hz) content
of the downstream signal due to both the shape of the
central office PCM anti-imaging filter and analog loop
characteristics;

C. Excessive non-linear distortion caused by significant low
frequency energy in the transmit signal; and

D. Single frequency injection (50 Hz/60 Hz) within the
analog channel which may cause performance degrada-
tion.

Various methods have been proposed to shape the PCM
downstream transmit spectrum. These methods are essen-
tially variants of the following approach:

A. Separate the set L of all valid transmit PCM values into
N subsets. All N subsets contains one or more symbols of
L. No subset contains symbols that are within any other
subset. For example, the most discussed method has 1./2
subsets, each subset containing a positive and negative
value of the same magnitude;

B. Select a particular subset of the possible N subsets from
the transmitted bits; and

C. Select one of the plurality of symbols within the selected
subset based upon minimizing a cost function. Most
frequently the cost function is a running digital sum
(RDS).

The primary problem with the above approach is the
selection of the necessary amount of symbol redundancy to
achieve the desired transmit spectrum. If the sign of the
selected symbols is used, 1 bit of transmit signal is lost due
to shaping. This fixed amount of symbol redundancy may be
too much for simple spectral shaping or too little for
complex spectral shaping requirements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In this invention, a method is described which does not
rely explicitly upon any symbol redundancy of the transmit
symbol set L. Rather, the transmit spectral shaping is deter-
mined directly from mapping discrete selected symbols to
discrete transmit symbols. The method is general purpose
and can be used to create any desired transmit spectrum. The
amount of bits lost due to transmit spectral shaping is
determined automatically through the operation of the
method.

As an analogous problem, consider the transmit set L as
the set of odd integers. The selected symbols are bounded by
a maximal odd value N. For example, a set of selected
symbols could be the set of odd integers —-N<=u(t)<=+N; N
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2

odd, integral; u(t) equally probable. Here the selected sym-
bol set has L symbols; L.=N+1. The transmitted symbols are
of the same type, odd integers, but have the range —N'<=y
()<=+N'"; N' odd, integral. The transmit symbol set has L'
symbols; L'=N'+1.

The transmit symbols are related to the selected symbols
by the transfer function 1+H such at y(f)=(1+H)*u(t). His a
transfer function defined as H=h(i)*u(t-i); i=1 to n. Since
the spectrum of the selected symbols u(t) is white, (the
symbols are equally probable,) then the transmitted symbols
y(t) will be shaped to the spectrum of the transfer function
1+H.

Several configurations exist for a transmitter that satisfy
the above constraints. One of these configurations is embod-
ied within the transmit precoder specified within V.34. This
configuration will be used throughout the remainder of this
contribution because of the familiarity of its organization to
the majority of this contribution’s readers. It is appreciated,
though, that several other configurations exist.

The V.34 transmit precoder is illustrated below. (FIG. 1.)
For our purposes, the transmit symbols u(t) and subsequent
processing are real and one-dimensional, rather than com-
plex and two-dimensional as in V.34.

The need for discrete, odd, finite y(t) of the V.34 trans-
mitter is driven by the desire to create a signal within the
V.34 transmitter for trellis encoding. Since the input to the
transmitter trellis encoder is also the input to the receiver
trellis decoder, the need for discrete symbols is obvious.

Within V.34, the signal x(t) is transmitted from the pre-
coder. Within the proposed system, though, the signal y(t) is
transmitted. The receiver simply makes decisions upon y(t)
and then performs the inverse precoding operation upon the
decision y(t) to recover u(t).

Properties of Example Configuration

The V.34 transmitter as conventionally used within V.34
maps symbols u(t) to symbols x(t) producing auxiliary
symbols y(t). This mapping is accomplished through ancil-
lary symbols p(t) and ¢(t). The properties of these symbols
are as follows:

u(t) discrete, odd, finite, spectrally white

y(t) discrete, odd, finite, spectrally shaped 1+H
x(t) continuous, spectrally white

c(t) discrete, multiple of 2W, finite

The energy increase of the transmitted symbols y(t) in
respect to selected symbols u(t) would be energy of the
transfer function 1+H; namely, 1+sum h(i)"2. The maximal
magnitude increase of the transmitted symbols y(t) in
respect to the selected symbols u(t) would likewise be
1+sum |h(i)|-

The encrgy and magnitude gain of symbols y(t) in respect
to u(t) can be treated as the “extra” bits needed by the
transmitter to produce a spectrally shaped transmit signal. In
this sense an analogy can be made to the symbol redundancy
of the existing proposals for spectral shaping.

The operation of the transmitter is obviously stable for
any 14H. The decode operation, though, involves imple-
menting the transfer function 1/(1+H). This function will be
unstable whenever the function 1+H has zeros on or beyond
the unit circle. Even for zeros slightly within the unit circle,
decision errors may persist for a very long time. Either 1+H
must be constrained to have zeros within the unit circle or
alternately the inverse function 1(1+H) may be approxi-
mated by a FIR to limit the propagation of decision errors.

Performance of Example Configuration

The performance of this example transmit configuration is
very favorable (FIGS. 3a-34d). Four test filters were imple-
mented for the transmit shaping transfer function 1+H
namely:
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1-.99Z2r-1
test A HPF 1+H=
1-.7827-1
1+.99Z7-1
testB. LPF 1+H= ———
1+.7827-1
1+.99Z7-1 1-.9927-1
test C. BPF 14+ H= *
1+.7827-1 1-.782"-1
testD. ODD 1+H=1-.52"-1+.52"-2

These filters are not given as any guide to the proper
formation of actual transmit shaping spectrum. Rather, they
were easy to synthesize with well known properties. In
particular, we have been using them to investigate the effects
of zeros of 1+H near the unit circle.

The selected symbol set was odd integers of the range -63
to +63. The symbols were chosen randomly through the
ANSI random number generator. The selected transmit
values were by ((rand( ) % 64)*2-63).

The transmitter was run for 512 symbols before analysis
was started. Analysis was performed by passing the next
8192 symbols through a sliding 512 point FFT. The symbols
were windowed with a Hanning window.

Adaption of Example Configuration to PCM Data

The adaption of the example transmit configuration for
PCM samples is straight forward. The adaption centers upon
the quantization of p(t) to c(t) and the addition of u(t) and
¢(t) when creating y(t). (FIG. 2.)

The definition of PCM samples does not allow the normal
arithmetic operations of addition, subtraction,
multiplication, etc., to be performed where PCM samples
are a result of the arithmetic operation. As such, the addition
of u(t) and c(t) to create y(t) will not create y(t) PCM
samples when u(t) and c(t) are PCM samples. This apparent
obstacle is resolved by making u(t), for each particular c(t),
a non-PCM value such that when u(t) is added to c(t), y(t)
is always a PCM sample.

The PCM implementation of the transmitter, in respect to
p(t), c(t), u(t) and y(t) is as follows:

A. All y(t) symbols are valid transmit PCM symbol values.
These PCM symbol values do not have to constitute the
entire PCM symbol set. For example, PCM symbols may
be excluded from the y(t) symbol set because of digital
gain blocks, law changes, dmin considerations, etc.

B. All p(t) quantizations to c(t) are to the nearest valid PCM
decision point. If exactly between decision points, it is
quantized to the smallest magnitude decision point. This
creates a set of c(t) quantized values of size one less than
the size of the set of y(t) PCM symbol values. The symbol
p(t) is quantized as c(t) to the symbol set y(t).

C. An unique set u(t) is created for each c(t) value. Each
symbol set u(t), which is NOT PCM symbols, for each c(t)
has the following properties:

1. For each c(t), the expected energy of the associated u(t)
symbols is constant.

2. For each c(t), when u(t) symbols are chosen by the
transmit mapping function, the spectrum of u(t) is
white.

3. Additionally, no u(t), c(t) addition results in a modulus
or wraparound of the most positive value of y(t) to a
negative value or of the most negative value of y(t) to
a positive value.

The formation of sets u(t) for each c(t) is straight forward.
Though all sets u(t) may be calculated prior to the trans-
mission of the first symbol, if there are too many sets, they
may be created dynamically.
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‘When transmitting a symbol, the following operations are
performed:

A. The previously quantized p(t) value, c(t), selects its
associated transmit symbol set u(t).

B. Bits are mapped to one of the symbols within u(t).

C. The selected symbol u(t) is added to symbol c(t) produc-
ing a valid transmit symbol y(t).

D. The previously calculated p(t) is subtracted from the
transmit symbol y(t) to produce an intermediate symbol
x(t). The symbol x(t) has continuous values, not discrete
PCM values.

E. The symbol x(t) is inserted into the shaping filter H
producing a new symbol p(t).

F. The symbol p(t) is quantized to a new symbol ¢(t).

This sequence of operations is directly analogous to that of
the V.34 preceding filter.

When receiving a symbol, the analogous V.34 inverse
operations are performed. The only detail within the receiver
that needs to be discussed is the recovery of the symbol u(t)
and hence its representative bits. The operation for this
subsection of the receiver is:

A. Make a receive decision on y(t) and predict the p(t) and
its quantized value c(t) used in the transmitter.

B. Subtract the symbol c(t) from y(t) producing a tentative
u(t).

C. Using c(t), find the symbol set u(t) for this c(t).

D. Search the particular symbol set u(t) for the closest
symbol to the tentative value of u(t).

E. Determine from this value what bits the transmitter used
to select this value of u(t).

Performance of Example PCM Configuration

The performance of this example transmit configuration
adapted to PCM symbol values matches the performance of
the example transmit configuration for integer values (FIGS.
4a-4d). The same four test filters were implemented for the
transmit shaping transfer 1+H as for the integer simulation.

The transmit symbol set used in the simulation was that
for PCM u-law encoding. Each simulation transmitted
approximately —12.5 dBm PCM symbol energy. This trans-
mit energy was maintained by setting the target symbol
energy of the symbol sets u(t) to —12.5 dBm minus the dB
of the energy gain of the shaping transfer function 1+H.

It is realized that each value of ¢(t) can produce a different
number of symbols within a particular symbol set u(t). As
the transmitter operates and the transmit spectrum is shaped,
there are fewer symbol values for larger magnitude values of
c(t). The cumulative effect is less average bits sent per
symbol. Depending upon the amount of shaping desired,
more or less bits are sent. Though the average bit rate is
constant, the instantaneous bit rate of this method varies
depending upon values of c(t).

The reduction of the average bit rate to that of the
unshaped spectrum (approximately 7.6 bits for 200 smallest
PCM symbols) is due to the redundancy required to produce
the appropriate shaped spectrum. For the given transmit
filters, the average bit rates for maximally packed and
minimally packed symbol sets compares favorably to those
published for the multiple redundancy methods. (Table 1.)
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TABLE 1

Comparison of Spectral Shaping Performance
test # test A. test B. test C. test D.
test type HPF LPF BPF ODD
magnitude increase (dB)
calculated 5.82 5.82 5.80 6.02
linear (W = 1) 3.57 3.57 4.60 5.95
lincar (W = 8) 3.57 3.57 4.92 6.0
u-law (W = 1) 0.36 0.73 1.57 2.52
u-law (W = 8) -0.05 -0.05 0.46 3.16
energy increase (dB)
calculated 0.46 0.46 0.86 1.76
linear (W = 1) 0.47 0.47 0.86 1.80
lincar (W = 8) 0.50 0.57 0.92 1.81
u-law (W = 1) 0.46 0.46 0.87 1.85
u-law (W = 8) 0.44 0.45 0.91 1.83
PCM transmit power (-12.5 dBm nominal)
u-law (W = 1) -12.29 -12.30 -12.32 -12.15
u-law (W = 8) -12.29 -12.27 -12.30 -12.24
Transmit u-law bit efficiency (7.6 bits/symbol reference)
maximal (W = 1) 6.77 6.76 6.60 6.28
maximal (W = &) 6.75 6.75 6.61 6.28
minimal (W = 1) 6.32 6.30 6.13 5.79
minimal (W = 8) 6.28 6.29 6.14 5.91

Properties of Example PCM Configuration

Though similar in performance in many respects to the
previously described methods, the transmit shaping method
described in this contribution has the following properties:
A. The symbol “redundancy” of the previously described

methods is automatic. Transmit spectra which require

more or less redundancy are determined automatically.

B. It is compatible with trellis decoding since the symbol
sets u(t) can each be partitioned into two subsets, one for
a trellis bit of 1 and one for a trellis bit of 0.

C. It can be made compatible with maximal packing tech-
niques. Since the number of symbols of u(t) is not known
before c(t) is calculated, the product maximal packing
cannot be applied. Other maximal packing techniques,
though, can be used.

D. Transmit spectral pre-emphasis can be trivially accom-
plished by specitying the appropriate response 1+H.
This invention describes a novel method of shaping the

transmit spectrum of the downstream PCM channel of a

PCM modem. It is general purpose and can shape the

transmit spectrum to any spectral shape. The need for

specifying the redundancy of previous methods is elimi-
nated. The proposed method automatically requests less bits
directly from the spectral shape desired.

The incorporation of this spectral shaping method into the
standard allows the receiver to determine the spectral shap-
ing required for maximum throughput. The transmission of
the coefficients of the response 1+H can be achieved by
sending the actual coefficients or a multiplicity of codes
which result in the best compromise spectral shapes based
upon actual field trials.

What we claim is:

1. A method of transmitting data from a PCM modem
comprising:

performing a transmit spectrum shaping process compris-

ing:

selecting a first symbol from a first subset of predeter-
mined symbols;

converting the first symbol to its linear value equivalent
representation;
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applying the linear value to a transmit shaping transfer
function to obtain a shaping function result; and

using the shaping function result to choose a second
subset of predetermined symbols for transmission of
a second symbol; and

transmitting symbols from the PCM modem selected in
accordance with a result of the transmit spectrum
shaping process.
2. A method of transmitting data from a PCM modem,
comprising;
performing a transmit spectrum shaping process compris-
ing:
converting a symbol to its linear value equivalent
representation; and,
applying the linear value to a transmit shaping transfer
function to obtain a shaping cost function result,
wherein the transmit shaping transfer is expressed in
the form of H(z)=(1-a,z ")/(1-b,z™"), where a, and
b, are coefficients selected to represent the desired
spectral shape; and

transmitting symbols from the PCM modem selected in
accordance with a result of the transmit spectrum
shaping process.
3. A method of transmitting data from a PCM modem,
comprising:
performing a transmit spectrum shaping process compris-
ing:
converting a symbol to its linear value equivalent
representation; and,
applying the linear value to a transmit shaping transfer
function to obtain a shaping cost function result,
wherein the transmit shaping transfer function is
expressed in the form of H(z)=((1-a,z ")/(1-b,z™"))
*((1-a,z ")(1-b,z™ ")), where a,, a,, b, and b, are
coefficients selected to represent the desired spectral
shape; and
transmitting symbols from the PCM modem selected in
accordance with a result of the transmit spectrum
shaping process.
4. A PCM modem, comprising:
means for shaping a transmit spectrum by converting a
symbol to its linear value equivalent representation,
and applying the linear value to a transmit shaping
transfer function to obtain a shaping cost function
result, wherein the transmit shaping transfer is
expressed in the form of H(z)=(1-a,z"Y)/(1-b,z™Y),
where a, and b, are coefficients selected to represent
the desired spectral shape; and
means for transmitting symbols from the PCM modem,
the symbols being selected in accordance with a trans-
mit spectrum shaped by the transmit spectrum shaping
means.
5. APCM modem, comprising:
means for shaping a transmit spectrum by converting a
symbol to its linear value equivalent representation,
and applying the linear value to a transmit shaping
transfer function to obtain a shaping cost function
result, wherein the transmit shaping transfer function is
expressed in the form of H(z)=((1-a,z")/(1-b,z"))*
((1-a,z7"Y/(1-boz™")), where a;, a,, b, and b, are
coefficients selected to represent the desired spectral
shape, and
means for transmitting symbols from the PCM modem,
the symbols being selected in accordance with a trans-
mit spectrum shaped by the transmit spectrum shaping
means.



